
Finding Hope Amid South Africa’s Land Expropriation 

Debate 

In South Africa, the idea of land expropriation without compensation is 

causing strong emotions across the nation. The policy aims to address 

past wrongs but has split people into groups: those who fear losing their 

land, those who hope to gain it, and those worried about the country’s 

future. In this turmoil, a Bible verse offers a different perspective. 

Hebrews 10:34 in the NIV tells of early Christians who “joyfully accepted 

the confiscation of [their] property, because [they] knew that [they] had 

better and lasting possessions.” How could they smile after such loss? 

What can their example teach South Africans today? This article 

answers these questions by offering a Christian view of eternal hope to a 

nation facing tough choices. 

The Fear of Loss 

For those who fear losing their land, the stakes feel deeply personal. Land 

is more than soil, it’s a legacy, a livelihood, and part of one’s identity built 

through hard work. Expropriation without compensation strikes at the 



heart of security and fairness. History fuels these fears. Zimbabwe’s land 

reforms in the early 2000s caused agriculture to collapse, hyperinflation, 

and mass emigration. Venezuela’s expropriations led to economic chaos 

and hunger. Cuba, North Korea, and Soviet Russia also show how property 

seizures ended in hardship for millions. These examples warn: it can 

happen here. To those who say, “It won’t happen to us,” history replies, 

“It has happened before.” 

Christianity offers hope. The believers in Hebrews faced property loss 

with joy--not because they were naive, but because they had something 

unshakable. Jesus did not care too much about the rich young ruler's 

possessions. He told the rich young ruler, “Sell everything you have and 

give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow 

me” (Mark 10:21). The call wasn’t to poverty but to a richer life, rooted in 

eternal possessions. If the worst happens in South Africa, Christians can 

hold onto this truth: our real possession isn’t land but a resurrected body 

promised through Christ’s resurrection, a body no government can take 

and no policy can destroy. 

The Hope for Gain 



Others see land expropriation as a chance for justice, a way to reclaim 

what history stole. This longing is real, born from centuries of 

dispossession and inequality. Yet, history tempers this hope. Often, land 

redistribution enriches the powerful, not the powerless. In Zimbabwe, 

prime farmland went to political allies. In Venezuela, expropriated estates 

benefited loyalists while the poor starved. Cuba’s revolution, North 

Korea’s collectivization, and Soviet Russia’s reforms all saw land end up 

with elites or the state, leaving ordinary people with little. The dream of 

“if I get my land back, life will be better” often fails under human greed 

and broken systems. 

Jesus faced this longing too. A man once asked Him, “Teacher, tell my 

brother to divide the inheritance with me.” Jesus didn’t demand equal 

wealth. Instead, He warned, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all 

kinds of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions” (Luke 

12:13-15). To those hoping for land, the message is clear: possessions 

can’t save you from death or offer security. The chance of acquiring land 

after expropriation without compensation is as slim as the chance of 



those who have it now keeping it. Only Christ’s promise offers an eternal 

inheritance no politician can take. 

The Wider Worry 

A third group watches anxiously, less concerned with personal gain or loss 

than with South Africa’s path. They ask: if this policy unfolds, will we 

follow Zimbabwe or Venezuela, where jobs disappeared, security 

crumbled, and societies fractured? Add Cuba, North Korea, and Soviet 

Russia to the list, and the pattern is clear, expropriation often leads to 

decline. South Africa’s fragile economy could falter under poorly managed 

reform, threatening the lives of millions who depend on stability, not land. 

Yet, even here, the Christian perspective offers clarity. The believers in 

Hebrews lived in a world of upheaval, but their lives weren’t defined by it. 

They had a hope “born from a greater reality”—eternal life in God’s 

kingdom. This doesn’t mean ignoring the stakes or disengaging from the 

debate. It means anchoring our efforts in a vision beyond the horizon, 

working for the nation’s good while trusting in a promise that outlasts it. 

Possessions That Never Fade 



At the heart of this debate lies a radical truth: Christianity doesn’t deny 

us possessions—it promises ones that endure. Hebrews 10:34 points to 

“better and lasting possessions,” fully realized in the resurrection. Paul 

writes, “The body that is sown is perishable; it is raised imperishable” (1 

Corinthians 15:42). Our ultimate possession is ourselves—our bodies, made 

immortal through Christ. Land can be seized, wealth can vanish, but this 

gift remains. Jesus rebuked those chasing fleeting bread, saying, “Do not 

work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life” (John 

6:27). The Hebrews believers lived this truth, their joy unshaken by loss 

because their eyes were fixed on what is eternal to come to earth. As it 

is in heaven, so on earth. 

For South Africans, this changes the debate entirely. To those fearing 

loss: your pain matters, but your hope is secure. To those seeking gain: 

don’t stake your life on what fades. To those fearing national ruin: work 

for the common good, but rest in a promise no chaos can touch. Jesus 

didn’t promise equal land or freedom from hardship. He promised 

life—eternal, abundant, and free. 

A Call to Live Above the Storm 



As South Africa faces this uncertain road, the message of Hebrews calls 

us to a higher plane. The early Christians didn’t escape their world—they 

lived holy within it, their lives “born from a greater reality.” So can we. 

Whether land is lost, gained, or fought over, our true possession awaits: a 

body raised immortal, a life with Christ that no expropriation can 

confiscate. This isn’t escapism; it’s empowerment—to grieve, to hope, to 

build, all with a smile that echoes the Hebrews believers, rooted in what 

cannot be taken away. 

In a nation caught between fear and promise, let this truth resound: our 

eternal possessions are already ours, sealed by the resurrection. 

Whatever comes, we can live boldly, love deeply, and trust 

wholly—because our hope isn’t in the soil beneath our feet, but in the One 

who raises us from it. 

 


